Sunday 14 February 2010

Winslow United Tigers 2

V

Wooton Blue Cross 1
There is obviously something about Valentines Day!  Not quite a Chicago style massacre but spirits were up. To give it no more than a brief mention two Wootton players needed to leave the pitch (showing how worked up they were for this game) and there was what can only be described as a ‘melee’ outside the changing rooms at the end.  As usual I was as far away from the action as possible (walking back across the pitch chatting to a Wootton player) as events unfolded, but as far as I can tell no one was hurt and everyone had the opportunity to puff there chests out and exercise some vocabulary that wouldn’t be allowed on the pitch.

Anyway, we were there for football and it was actually a very good game.  Josh Hoops and Arron both had to call off on Sunday morning so the team was re-jigged slightly.  Jack Reynolds started up top with Dench and fully deserved his man of the match award for a display of determination and desire that we have always been sure he has in him.  His touch, control and communication were second to none on Sunday.

Wootton shaded the first half without causing Antoni too much concern in goal.  A couple of free kicks and the odd through ball saw Ant in comfortable control.  The Wootton goal, and the difference between the teams at half time came from a lofted clearance.  The Tigers defence misjudged the flight of the ball and a very competent number 10 raced through to round Ant and slot home.  TheTigers had worked hard for 40 minutes but apart from Ross’ surge that led to a cracking effort from Jack R the home team rarely threatened.  Winslow were unusually narrow in the first half which led to central through balls and Dench chasing down the keeper.

Winslow shaded the first half and the leveller came from the right side with Connor (who was having a blinder) forcing play down his wing.  He found Callum who in turn put Dench through to level the score.  Winslow tails were up now, and although some of the usual style was missing the desire and commitment was back.  We were finding Wootton were strong opponents but a brilliant performance by Antoni ensured the game was there for the taking.

With Callum covering all the tackles and hassling every loose ball Patch had a bit of room in the second half and the chance to carry the game through the middle to Wootton, it was his control and pass through the visitors defence that led to Denchies winner.  A carbon copy finish of his first goal and a chance to see the lads celebrating as a team.

It wasn’t a pretty game but it was a good one.  Wootton are strong opponents and after sharing the points with Fenny this year will definitely feel that they have a chance when we visit them in March. The win keeps us top of the table but with Fenny and Brookfield going strong we can’t take our foot off the gas.  

Three quick mentions to round off the report, both Carmine and I missed the near post save but Ants finger tip stop as he pedalled back to his far post was straight out of the top drawer.  he is fast developing in to a very good keeper.

Jack Reynolds was great today and I couldn’t be happier for him.  He is finding his feet in this team, has fitted in to the squad well and showed some technical skills and determination on Sunday that will be a real benefit to the team.

Finally,  ‘Calm down Connor’. 

Well done lads… Four to go!

