County Cup – Sunday 7th February 2010

Blisworth 7

v

Winslow Tigers 1 (Patch)
A disappointing way for the lads to lose out on a cup dream and surrender the 100% away record.  Blisworth is a fair distance to go and to then get soundly beaten really knocks the wind out of your sails.   It was always going to be a difficult game but we have to admit that we weren’t without hope and a bit of expectation.  We ran West Bletchley close in the County Cup and beat Ampthill, both Div 1 teams.  Pre season had seen us beat Moretonville and Newton Longville from div 2 and our current form has been good.  It turns out that Blisworth deserve their place at the top table, they were quick, decisive, confident and in control from the first whistle.  The Winslow lads showed glimpses of what they are capable of with some neat football, it was the final incisive ball that was missing… and a maybe a genuine confidence that we could compete at this level.  Without making excuses Blundell and Josh were unwell and Ross was suffering and with those three below par we were always going to struggle.  Dench had a few runs at the defence and Patch and Paul battled hard to gain some control in the middle of the pitch.  Although he may have picked the ball out of his net 7 times Antoni played brilliantly in goal.  He pulled of some stunning saves and patrolled his area well, a groin strain late in the first half won’t have helped but he braved it out and continued to build his stock as a very capable goalie.

Connor soon came to terms with the job at hand and had a great game; he really had his work cut out at right back, especially with his right wing partner weighed down poorly.  He stood up, blocked, chased and tackled with his usual unassuming ability.  In the centre of defence Arron and Jack absorbed loads of pressure and adjusting to a back 3 at half time deserve plenty of credit for the job they did.  Jack earned himself the man of the match award for his commitment; never say die attitude and overall performance.  Arron was, well, Arron was Arron.  He worked tirelessly and ran until he couldn’t run any more; injury late in the 2nd half curtailed his game. 

The move to a back 3 will have led to Winslows consolation goal by forcing poor old Paul to do all the short running and tackling and allowing Patch some freedom to pick up the ball and run at the defence.  We have seen it plenty of times before, not so often this season but definitely against better opposition, defenders really don’t know what to do with someone running in to the area with the ball.  The resulting penalty was put away with a confident shrug and at least we had something to fuel the drive back home.

We have had a great cup run this season, knocked out of both competitions by division 1 teams.  We have the league to focus on now, everyone is wishing us well, and lets try and do our very best for them.  Winslow must remain confident in their abilities, recognise that they can win the Div 3 title, must enjoy their football and push right to the last game.

Unlucky with the cup lads, keep smiling and enjoying your football.

