Sunday 13th December 2009
 
Newton Longville - 0
v
Winslow United Tigers - 3
 
A great way to see out 2009, the Tigers rounded out the year with a 3-0 away win at Newton Longville.  Ross is out for the next few weeks so Callum continued his tour of every position in the squad by playing the full 80 minutes at left back. He played superbly again confirming his value to the team.  Full credit for superb performances to Paul who filled in at centre back, he cleared from the line twice and threw every part of himself in front of the ball, sitting down may be uncomfortable for a few days. Also to Connor who's enthusiasm and determination ran from the first to the very last whistle. An early nod to man of the match this week though, Lewis Dench was superb today, during the first half he terrorised every single Newton Longville player, he covered every piece of grass, chased every through ball and certainly earned the opening goal. In the second half he played central midfield alongside Patch and again battled and fought superbly.
 
The game itself started brilliantly for the Tigers when after just two minutes Dench turned inside on to his left foot, moved in to the area and struck across the keeper for 1-0.  Winslow continued to push on and all of the pressure was on the Newton goal, only a few minutes later Patch struck the ball home after a long throw bounced in the area and Pauls shot was beaten down by the keeper. Paul hit the cross bar with a corner later in the first half and the home keeper pulled off some cracking saves.
 
Ant dominated his area early on with a very forceful and confident clearance and launched some enormous kicks to set Will away in attack down the left wing.  Blundell had the beating of his man on the right, from the first 30 minutes it looked as though it could be a bit of a rout.
 
Injuries to Arron and Josh forced a few changes in the second half and Newton responded well to their own tactical changes and team talk.  The home team were keener and more determined in the second half and looked the most likely to score, Paul cleared from the line and Ant pulled off a spectacular save to ensure his first clean sheet. What was needed to deflate Newton was a goal but it took a long time to come, Patch won the ball in midfield and forced play down the right through the consistently good Blundell and Connor pairing. Paul took the resulting corner and delivered it right in to the melting pot, Josh rose highest, commanded the ball and headed down in to the bottom left corner.  A great team goal when it was needed most.  
 
A great first half from the lads and a less than great but sufficiently capable 2nd half sees Winslow top of Div 3 with 1 weekends worth of games to go before the end of the year.  It leaves us in a great position to attack the winners position for the season and with Lewis Dench in such a rich vein of form they can certainly go all the way.
 
Thanks to a great support this week, particularly Ross for his commitment to the team and also to Alan for running the line again.
 
Merry Christmas
 
Gareth
