Sunday 7th December 2009

League Cup Round 3

Winslow United 4 v Ampthill Aragon 1

On a bright and windy December day the Tigers got the chance to settle a score with an old foe in round 3 of the league cup.  Despite Ampthill having yet to record a win in Division 1, their games have been close so I’m sure they came to Winslow with plenty of confidence.

With some major tactical tinkering, Callum unavailable and Josh Hooper pulling up in the warm up the Tigers started with a much changed line up.  With Lewis Dench finally getting his start up front and Antoni given the nod in goal. Well I’d like to think it was the freshened up line up, but whether it was this or the late arrival of the opposition or Ampthill just being a little too complacent the Tigers were rampant at the start and effectively killed the game in the first 8 minutes.  

Some early pressure found the ball loose in the Ampthill box and Will lee reacted the quickest to stab the ball past the Keeper 1 v 0. Then followed a delightful spell of football by the Tigers with some nice passing and good movement, Patch found some space and fed in Blundell who in turn picked out Dench in the middle, he showed the composure of a seasoned striker to calmly slotted home for 2 v 0, this after only 5 minutes. The Tigers continued to dominate the early stages and Ampthill struggled to get to grips with the Tigers who harried and pressured all over the pitch. A Long kick by Antoni was left to bounce by the Ampthill defence and Jack Reynolds was in on goal but he was brought down on the edge of the area. Up stepped Patch Hooper who curled a trade mark free kick into the top corner past the shell shocked Keeper 3 v 0 with only 8 minutes gone.

Things then settled a bit and Ampthill tried to get themselves back in the game with some neat passing to remind everyone that they are a Division 1 team, but some great work by Paul Dearlove in midfield and some superb defending and blocking by Jack White and Arron kept their chances to a minimum and anything that did get by was snapped up by Antoni impressing in goal 3 v 0 HT.

Second Half saw Tigers continue to dominate the game with Connor and James Blundell creating good opportunities down the right and Will Lee and Ross keeping a tight rein on their quick right winger. Tigers threatened to get more goals and were creating plenty of opportunities with, Paul Dearlove and Ross going close, then Dench hit the cross bar with another fine effort. 

With Ampthill working hard to get a foothold in the game the Tigers finally killed off any resistance with a fourth after Patch put Dench through to slot home 4 v 0. Some late injuries to Ross and Arron saw some enforced changes and this allowed Ampthill to start to dominate play, after a fine save by Antoni diving to his right, Ampthill finally got their consolation goal when their forward was allowed to jink his way past 2 or 3 defenders and coolly found the corner of the goal giving Ant no chance 4 v 1.  

Josh Skillington moved to Left Midfield and helped to stem the flow that was coming from their right and Paul dropped into Centre half and steadied the ship. The Tigers comfortably saw out the remainder of the game with Ampthill resorting to long shots and the Tigers unlucky not to add to the score.

Final score 4 v 1

There were some great performances all over the team, in particular Antoni who dominated his penalty area and was a commanding influence at the back, Dench who proved that he is worthy of his chance up front with an impressive display, the Blundell and Connor double act continued to impress yet again, MOTM this week went to Patch who pulled the strings for the Tigers despite taking a lot of punishment from some crude tackling by Ampthill, managing to create 2 and score 1.  Well done to everyone, it was clear from the start you all really wanted to win this game, despite being 3 v 0 up everyone continued to work hard and not let things slip, you were first to everything and deservedly go into the last 8 to face more Division 1 opposition Blisworth in the quarter finals.  You proved today that if you want it badly enough you will get what you deserve.

Well done.

