Sunday 22nd November 2009
 
Brookfield Rangers 3
v
Winslow United Tigers 4
 
A great weekend for Winslow United U16's. The Pumas win at home against Two Mile Ash and the Tigers maintain their position at the top of the league with a win away to Brookfield Rangers.    Brookfield look like a contender for the divisions top positions and that made todays result all the sweeter.  A narrow pitch could have caused the Tigers a few problems but they adapted well.  The pack was re-shuffled before the game, especially in defence with both Ant and Jack White not available.  The team showed its versatility though with Paul taking the lead in a back four and Callum taking over from Paul with a combative performance in the centre of midfield.
 
It was Brookfield that took the lead on 5 minutes though, a strong and pacey centre forward outfought the Winslow defence and slotted home past an advancing Lewis.  The Tigers responded quickly and had the ball in the back of the net when Will put Josh through to beat the keeper, unfortunately the linesman spotted an offside and the goal was ruled out.  It only took a couple of minutes though for the Tigers to draw level as Patch battled to win the ball on the edge of the area, he fought his way past the Brookfield defence and keeper for 1-1.
 
Brookfield led at the break though with a carbon copy of their first goal.  It had been a fairly even first half, Winslow played with the wind but had failed to take the advantage.  Will Lee was immense and Josh, Patch, Callum, Paul and Ross had picked out his runs.  Josh was winded by one of his own players but that may have proven the catalyst in a fighting and triumphant 2nd half.
 
The home team extended their lead early in the 2nd half, Dench pulled off a great save but saw the ball bounce back off of his post and straight to an opponent. From 3-1 Winslow fought all the way to the final whistle. They dominated every challenge, Paul and Aaron won all of the headers at the back and with Callum and Patch dominated the central areas of the pitch.  That allowed Blundell and Will Lee the space to get forward and it was their momentum that took us to and over the winning line.  A stunning goal for Blundell doubled his seasons tally as he placed a sidefoot volley on the end of Callums cross.  Ross crossed from the left for Josh to head home for 3-3 and in the closing moments of the game Wills determined run and shot came very close.  His shot rebounded of the cross bar and Josh was were we expect him to be... running in to the six yard box, perfectly positioned to head the rebound over the stranded keeper.
 
A brilliant game to watch, everyone stood up and covered for their missing captain and didn't let him down.  Man of the match could have been any one of four, but when you look back at who stood out for the entire game it becomes an easy decision.  Blundell, Paul, Josh and Callum all did their thing today but Will Lee terrorised the Brookfield back line and he truly deserves the man of the match today.
 
Well done lads, top of the league and its up to the others to win those games in hand. 
