Sunday 01 November 2009
 

Wing Raiders 2 v 11 Winslow United Tigers
 
Winslow United Tigers returned to their early season free scoring form by thumping a depleted Wing Raiders side. Without Luke and Skills, the Tigers ranks were bolstered with the signing of Jack Reynolds. The return of the 3-5-2 from the Gawcott days, meant (Me) Antoni moving into centre midfield to accompany Paul and a free-rolled Patch.

 

The game started well for the Tigers who saw most of the early possession. 14 goal Josh Hooper missed two chances early on and then when Callum’s shot flew over the bar from a Will Lee cross; it looked like it could be one of those days for the Tigers. The deadlock was finally broken when Callum swung a ball in from the left which found its way to Josh who slotted home to put the Tigers ahead. 1-0. Josh then turned provider when his cross from the left made its way to an on-rushing Patch who turned the ball home to give the Tigers a comfortable and early advantage. 2-0. Both Jacks then came on for the Tigers and it was the debutant who scored the third. A wind assisted long ball found its way over the top to Jack Reynolds who coolly chipping in his first for Winslow United and all but sealed the game for the Tigers. 3-0. The Tigers then made it 4 when a long throw from Callum found the run of Patch, who powered the ball past the keeper to send the Tigers into half time with a very healthy lead. 4-0. Wing did create chances, having two great opportunities to reply from corners, once again showed the Tigers weakness. HT: 4-0.

 

With the game all but won Carmine continued to make changes, Connor showed his versatility with a fantastic performance on the right side of midfield. The Tigers didn’t take long to score another, after some great work from Josh, Paul found his way past the defence and coolly curled the ball into the top right hand corner to make it 5-0, increasing his lead to 2, in the ‘Ant versus Paul £5 Goal scoring Challenge’.. Then having not learned from earlier warnings the Tigers failed to deal with a corner and the Wing player was able to nod home unchallenged at the near post. 5-1.  The Tigers didn’t take long to regain their 5 goal advantage and it was Josh again, tapping home after Jack Reynolds drew in the Wing keeper before laying it on a plate for Josh.  6-1. Wing Raiders showed fantastic resilience and clawed another goal back, taking advantage of a momentary lapse of concentration at the back, 6-2. The Tigers then could and should have made it 7 & 8 after some fantastic work from Connor on the right.  The 7th finally came from the other wing, when Will’s cross found Josh who bagged his hat-trick. 7-2. Patch then joined his brother on a hat-trick when, at the second attempt, lobbed the Wing keeper from an inch perfect through ball from Antoni (told you I’d get it in!). 8-2. Connor finally got the assist he deserved when his cross from the right, fell to Callum who smashed home, from the same place he’d earlier, somehow missed from. 9-2. Dench then did well to save a good free-kick, to keep the tigers lead at 7. After some delightful football throughout the whole team; it was Josh who finally put the Tigers into double figures after heading in a flick on from Callum. 10-2. Josh then made it 11 with a fantastic solo goal, taking the ball down the right hand side before slotting home to get his fifth. 11-2. The scoring finished there and with the result definitely reflecting the superiority the Tigers had, credit must go to Wing, who were up against it from the off. They battled hard and were rewarded with two goals and showed that with a few more good players they could be a strong team in this division. FT: 11-2

 

There were many performances that deserve recognition after today. The back 3 and Keeper Dench, did well considering the long periods they had without any action. The 5 man midfield dominated, with Paul supporting the attack brilliantly and Patch really shining in his free-role, winning everything and creating attacks. All the wingers did well today, doing their jobs up and down the pitch working tirelessly to help out the defence at the back. Connor impressed at Right midfield taking on and beating their left-back nearly every time. Callum did well again upfront deserving his goal, along with Jack who showed what a good signing he could turn out to be for the Tigers. But when someone comes close to scoring a double hat-trick there can only be one claim for Man of the Match. People may argue that some of them were toe pokes, but I’d take toe pokes any day. Josh, again, showed why he’s arguably the best striker in the division bringing his total to 19 after only 8 games. 

 

A Fruncillo (Captain)

 

A word from the Coach

Despite the numerical advantage on a very windy day and on a poor pitch it was clear that the Tigers were going to have to work hard to get any sort of a result today, so credit must go to the Tigers who got back to winning comfortably and moving nicely into second in the division.  The real test however is next weekend against Fenny Stratford, who we definitely owe after their 4-0 against us earlier in the season and with Fenny not playing today a win would see the Tigers go top of the Division …no pressure.
 

Thanks to Gareth for refereeing for the home team and a big thanks to Heath for running the line.
